
AP UNITED STATES HISTORY           MS. MANUEL 
 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 
 
 
Part I 
 

• Read Founding Brothers; The Revolutionary Generation, by Joseph J. Ellis 
A. For the Preface, The Generation, answer each of the following questions: 

1. Why does Ellis conclude that American independence was probably inevitable? 
2. What is the central paradox of the American Revolution, according to Ellis? When and how was 

it resolved? 
3. Briefly describe the two interpretations of the American Revolution (Mercy Otis Warren’s and 

John Marshall’s). (Note: This is a central theme in US politics right down to the present) 
4. List the 4 themes of the book (pages 17 & 18) 

B. For each chapter (1-6), write a paragraph which describes how one of the themes from #4 above is 
played out in that chapter.  For this part, you will write a total of six paragraphs. 

 
Part II 
 

C. Read the photocopy “The Republican Mother …” (excerpted from Women’s America: Refocusing the 
Past, Linda Kerber and Jan DeHart-Mathews, eds.)  and the two short articles  “New Jersey Women 
Vote…” and “Judith Sargent Stevens Murrray…” (excerpted from What Every American Should Know 
About Women’s History, Christine Lunardini) 

D. Answer the questions below: 
1. Briefly describe Republican Motherhood. 
2. Give one argument to support the necessity of this new role for women. 
3. Give two arguments men used against acknowledging a role for women in the public sector. 
4. What was the reason that the Republican Mother was spared the hostility directed against other 

women who fought for their rights? 
5. How was Republican Motherhood progressive? How was it the basis for a conservative approach 

to limiting women’s equality? 
6. What does the life of Judith Sargent Stevens Murray and the fact that women had the right to vote 

in New Jersey in the period right after the American Revolution indicate about the role of women 
in American society during that time? 

 
 
 

The written assignments are due on the first day of class. 
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